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point George Eliot seems on the whole to agree with
Eichardson. Eomola is perplexed by the thought that
the "law is sacred/' but that "rebellion maybe sacred
too." There are moments in life when the soul must
dare to act on its own " warrant/1 though the punish-
ment may be incurred if the warrant has been false.
Clarissa incurs all her troubles by running away from
home, and Eomola by her revolt against her husband;
and though Eomola finally escapes with her life, she
has to suffer a heavy penalty. It is only, however,
upon the general point that I mean to insist. Hardly
any heroine since Clarissa has been so effective a centre
of interest as Eomola; and if I regret that she was
moved out of her own century and surrounded by a
mass of irrelevant matter of antiquarian or sub-histori-
cal interest, I will not presume to quarrel with people
who do not admit the incongruity.han Maggie, her story is more consistently
